
OVERVIEW: 
When it came to people turning to God…Jesus made it easy and the Religious Establishment 
made it unnecessarily difficult. 

You read through the gospels and it couldn’t be any clearer—Jesus built bridges to those who 
had been overlooked and left behind. He touched the leper, hung out with the tax collectors and 
sinners, he talked to Samaritan women, and he made hated minorities the heroes of stories he 
told. He did favors for Roman Centurions, which were the instruments of Roman oppression. He 
didn’t play politics, He wouldn’t answer every question asked of him, and he didn’t take a public 
position on everything. He fed people. He healed people. He taught them in such a way that 
they understood what He was saying. He built bridges. He said things like, “follow me,” instead 
of listing prerequisites or telling them to stop what they were doing. 

The Religious Establishment had 613 rules that people had to keep. It was nearly impossible to 
follow all of those rules, especially if you had a job. They had created different categories of 
people to determine who was in and who was out. If you were Gentile? Out. Tax collector? Out. 
Samaritan? Out. Leper? Out. Shepherd? Out. They built barriers. They looked at Jesus and 
thought he made it too easy, too simple. Jesus looked at the Religious Establishment and 
concluded they were making it unnecessarily difficult for people to turn to God. 

DISCUSSION: 
1. Jesus said of the Religious Establishment, “They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put 

them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move 
them.” Speaking of himself, Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”  Has your faith ever felt more like a cumbersome load than something light and easy 
that leads to rest? If so share about why that was or why that is. 

2. Do you think that most people outside of the local church would characterize the message 
they have heard through the church as one of rest, with a light burden and easy yoke? Why 
or why not? 

3. What unnecessary barriers have you seen the church build that make it difficult for people to 
follow Jesus? 

4. How do we, both as a church and as individuals, balance the tension of making it easy for 
unbelievers to come to God but also hard to remain where you are after coming to faith? 
How do we become more okay with slow progress and embrace a lengthy process as a 
church? 

5. The message of grace is simply that we have freely received what we did not deserve. Think 
about that for a minute. Do we really think that churches in our culture embrace the true 
message of grace, or do we in our own ways mingle grace with works? 

6. Speaking of the Gentiles in Acts 15, Peter indicated that God had purified their hearts 
because of their faith. What implications does it have for the modern church that God can 
purify a heart before we see any change to someone’s behavior? 

7. What takeaways, if any, should we walk away with after learning that Jesus refused to get 
overly political, opted not to take a public stand on everything, refused to answer every 
question, identified with the marginalized, and ferociously pursued them in order to build 
bridges to them? What practical situations can you think of where this applies to Christians 
and the local church? 



8. Why is it easy to get focused on pleasing insiders rather than reaching outsiders? 
9. Why was the decision in Acts 15 a big deal for us, and why does it serve as a blueprint for 

what the local church should always strive to do as it relates to those who are or need to 
turn to God? 

10. “People don’t have to act like us to be a part of us.” Agree or disagree with that statement as 
it relates to the local church. 

11. The Church’s letter simply told the Gentiles not to offend the Jews with dietary practice and 
abstain from sexual immorality. What can we glean from the leadership’s response to the 
Gentiles? 

BIG IDEAS: 
1. If Jesus invited everyone, what right does the church have to make hard for anyone to follow 
Jesus?
2.  Let’s not allow anything to get in the way of people finding The Way.  

APPLICATION: 
Evaluate your social media, your conversations, and the way you represent the message and 
life of Jesus and His church. Have you unknowingly made it appear or seem difficult to turn to 
God for people that your life and influence intersect with?

MEMORIZATION: 
Acts 15:10-11  Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke 
that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
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